
Sophisticated Spaces
TINY YET 
GRAND
How to 
Design for 
Small Spaces

KEEP THE PEACE
10 Steps to Create 
Zen In Your Home

REFRESH 
YOUR HOME
25 Trends for 
Spring Decor

BRIGHTEN 
YOUR WORLD 
Add Color to 
Your Rooms

DECOR GALORE 
Designer Diane von Furstenberg 

Shares Decorating Secrets

APRIL 2013



2 • March 2013

Photographed by: Hayman

The Home of Diane von Furstenberg

l’intérieurà
Un regard

(A look inside)

When she’s not admiring her latest fashion 
trends on the runway, Diane von Furstenberg looks 
for relaxation outside of the United States in her 
estate in the charming countryside of Paris, France. 

von Furstenberg says that, “It’s the simple and 
beautiful things that matter.” And you would agree 
after venturing inside of her Parisian Palace.

By: Hal Rubenstein



Religion and television directly 
influence one another. This often 
is made obvious when television 
programs openly talk about or 

are based on religious themes. The 
same is true when religious figures 
decry the influence of television on 
American culture from the pulpit. 
However, sometimes this connection is 
not always so obvious. This is made 
clear by the influence of the Church 
of Jesus Christ Latter-day Saints 
(popularly known as the Mormon 
Church) on the 1970s science fiction 
television series Battlestar Galactica. 
The show was 
heavily based on 
similarities in plot 
with the Mormon 
Church and several 
of the churchâ€™s 
doctrines were 
incorporated into 
the series.

The topic of 
Mormonism and 
Battlestar Galactica 
has been previously 
written about (Ford 83-87). This 
paper will explore some of the issues 
raised in that article more closely 
and examine some other issues that 
were not written about. Fordâ€™s 
examination of the Battlestar Galactica 
series appears to have been based 

solely on the key episode â€œWar of 
the Gods.â€� His lack of knowledge 
of the series is evidenced by his 
misspellings of Galactica (as Gallactica) 
and the character Baltar (as Boltar). 
Ford also mistakenly places the events 
in the series in the far future when the 
series clearly places the story as being 
contemporary. (See episodes â€œThe 
Hand of Godâ€� and â€œGalactica 
Discovers the Earth.â€�) However, 
Fordâ€™s article is worth reading, 
in particular for his plot synopsis of 
the episode â€œWar of the Gods.â€� 
Fordâ€™s article also appears to be 

the only published 
scholarship on the 
Battlestar Galactica 
series. Battlestar 
Galactica aired on 
ABC beginning on 
Sept. 17, 1978 and 
it ran for eight 
months until it was 
cancelled after 
seventeen episodes. 
after only six 
episodes. The series 

had been popular (according to The 
World Almanac and Book of Facts 
1980 it ranked 20th out of 100 
series in the Nielsen ratings) but its 
expensive production costs dictated 
a higher rating than it received 
and ABC cancelled it. At Battlestar 

Galacticaâ€™s peak in 1979, the 
show had generated a comic book 
series and a line of novels. Battlestar 
Galactica continues to have fans and 
it remains a mainstay at science 
fiction conventions. Battlestar Galactica 
continues to air in primetime in the 
form of reruns on the cable Sci-Fi 
Channel and most of the episodes 
of the series are still available for 
purchase on videocassette. Maximum 
Press began issuing new stories in a 
Battlestar Galactica comic book series 
in 1995. Richard Hatch, the actor who 
played Apollo in the series, released a 
novel in 1997 continuing the storyline 
of the show. The SCI-FI Channel 
remade the show as a TV mini-series 
in 2003. 

The plot of Battlestar Galactica 
centers around the search for the 
lost colony of Earth by the survivors 
of the original twelve colonies of 
man. The original twelve colonies had 
been destroyed by the mechanical 
Cylon Empire which had waged a 
thousand year genocidal war against 
all humanity. The Cylons had won 
the war by resorting to treachery 
and destroying the war fleet of the 
colonies during peace talks. Only the 
Battlestar Galactica, a huge spaceship 
that functioned much as an aircraft 
carrier does, survived the attack and it 
led what was left of humanity in a 
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Last year Syfy took a brief return trip to 

the world of its deep-space (and deep-
thinking) epic Battlestar Galactica with 
the prequel Blood and Chrome. Originally 
conceived as a two-hour pilot, Battlestar 
Galactica: Blood and Chrome was 
ultimately released as an online series of 
ten 12-minute acts. Now the whole two-
hour movie is set for an unrated, uncut 
edition on Blu-ray and DVD, which will be 
released this Tuesday.

Blood and Chrome takes place during 
the First Cylon War and features an 
origin story for BSGâ€™s Admiral William 
Adama. In this prequel, young Adama, 
recently graduated Academy, is assigned 
to the newest battlestar in the Colonial 
fleet â€“ none other than Galactica itself. 

The eager young lieutenant soon finds 
himself at odds with his co-pilot, battle-
weary Coker Fasjovik (Ben Cotton), who 
is eight weeks away from the end of his 
tour of duty.

Visual effects for Blood and Chrome 
were pulled off with digital reconstructions 
of Galactica, using scans made of the 
original sets before they were dismantled. 
Check out an EW exclusive featurette on 
the projectâ€™s effects below. Then read 
on for our chat with Cotton about how he 
crafted his character, his experience with 
Blood and Chromeâ€™s visual effects and 
what advice he has for BSG actress Katee 
Sackoff as she enters the Chronicles of 
Riddick franchise, which he starred in 
eight years ago.

Kaleidoscope Chair
Free People, $112

Photo by: 
Anthropologie

Initial Mug
Anthropologie, $20

Photo by: 
Candie Anderson
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“When you design a 
home, the most 

important consideration
 is surrounding yourself 

with comfortable 
luxury.”

von Furstenberg uses her dining room for both an area for dinner parties, as well as tea parties for her and her friends. “I love hosting parties, it’s 
a great way to stay connected with my dear friends,” von Furstenberg says. Photo by: Blogspot

von Furstenberg uses a mixture of patterns, shapes, and textures to create visual interest throughout her home. The theme of her living room is 
femininity, which is portrayed using different shades of pink. Photo by: Blogspot

desperate race to find Earth before 
pursuing Cylon fleets destroyed them.

The creator of Battlestar Galactica 
is television writer and producer 
Glen Larson. According to the 42nd 
edition of Whoâ€™s Who in America, 
Larson has an impressive array of 
credits as a writer, editor, or producer 
of a long list of television shows 
including McCloud, The Virginian, Six 

Million Dollar Man, Buck Rogers in 
the 25th Century, and Magnum P.I. 
Also according to Whoâ€™s Who in 
America, Glen Larson is a member of 
the Mormon Church. This makes the 
appearance of Mormon theology in 
Battlestar Galactica as a coincidence 
highly unlikely.

Similarities in the Plot of Battlestar 
Galactica and Mormonism

There are many parallels between 
the story of Battlestar Galactica 
and Mormon teachings. The Book of 
Mormon tells the story of how the 
Prophet Lehi took the remnant of the 
Tribe of Joseph to ancient America 
around the year 600 BC. In Battlestar 
Galactica, mankind founded twelve 
different colonies. 

“I dream in patterns...”


